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POPE FRANCIS
PRAYER
O Mary, you shine
continuously on our
journey as a sign of
salvation and hope.
We entrust ourselves to
you, Health of the Sick.
At the foot of the Cross you
participated in Jesus’ pain,
with steadfast faith.
You, Salvation of the
Roman People, know what
we need.
We are certain that you will
provide, so that,
as you did at Cana of
Galilee, joy and feasting
might return after this
moment of trial.
Help us, Mother of Divine
Love, to conform ourselves
to the Father’s will and to
do what Jesus tells us: He
who took our sufferings
upon Himself, and bore our
sorrows to bring us,
through the Cross, to the
joy of the Resurrection.
Amen.
We seek refuge under your
protection, O Holy Mother
of God.
Do not despise our pleas –
we who are put to the test
– and deliver us from every
danger, O glorious and
blessed Virgin.
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LEAVING AND JUNIOR CERTIFICATE 2020
Last year’s 6th Years had an unprecedented last 3 months of secondary school. This
included the news in early May that for the first time ever there would be no Leaving
Certificate exams in June, and that instead students would receive Calculated Grades.
It was deeply unsatisfactory that in late August the government made the unilateral
decision to change the standardisation process. This change had the result of
significantly disadvantaging students in high achieving school such as ourselves.
However, despite this, 3 of our students achieved the maximum score of 625 CAO
points. The detrimental effect of the change to the standardisation process was
compounded by an error in how the Department applied the process. When this was
corrected 52 of our students received an upgrade in at least 1 subject.
We are very proud of the commitment shown by our 6th Years in what was a very
difficult and stressful time for them. The way they worked through the time of
Lockdown was a clear expression of the fine young men that they have grown into.
We wish them well as them move into the next chapter of their lives.
Due to the Lockdown the Department made the decision that the Junior Certificate
exams would not take place in June. Instead each school was to work out a system
for the assessment and reporting of the learning achievements of the 3rd Year
students who were concluding the Junior Cycle in May 2020. We are now in the
process of working out which students will be awarded the Fr. McCouaig Award. The
Fr. McCouaig Award is presented each year for excellence in the Junior Cert Exams.
While there were no formal State Exams this year, we feel that it is only right to
recognise those who achieved excellent results in the school’s assessment of the
Junior Cycle.

COLLEGE CHAPEL
The spread of the coronavirus has impacted people of all faiths and denominations
around the world. In response to the outbreak, parishes around the country have had
to suspend the public celebration of Mass. Due to travel restrictions on the movement
of people, many diocese and religious orders were unable to travel to Lourdes, France
for their annual pilgrimage. In response, the Irish Province of Carmelites made the
decision to hosts its annual Lourdes pilgrimage online and from the 28th September
to the 2nd of October. The College Chapel was the designated venue for a series of
streamed reflections and celebrations.
Covid-19 has spread so successfully in the last eight months
because it has found a way to exploit one of the best part of who
we are; namely our social nature. We have probably all had to
stop ourselves from reaching out to greet a friend with a warm
handshake or console someone with a reassuring embrace. As
Christians we long for community, community that is both
physical and Church and so there is a deep sense of loss when
we cannot gather in worship to encounter Christ in the Eucharist
and one another in celebration of that encounter.
We acknowledged that sense of loss over the five nights of our Lourdes pilgrimage,
but we also affirmed the power of prayer and the centrality of hope in the lives of all
people of faith. Over the five nights of our pilgrimage, we affirmed the truths of that
faith through reflections, the stations of the cross, the rosary, a ceremony of light
and through music and the celebration of Mass. All the pilgrimage’s pre-recorded
content was directed, produced, and edited by Mr. Geraghty and his fourth-year
journalism and media studies class and each evening were streamed live via YouTube
to hundreds of people in Ireland and further afield.

COLLEGE NEWS
The challenges of Covid-19 are undoubtedly an opportunity for us as a Church to consider and reimagine how we
reach out to people using modern communications technologies and to perhaps ask ourselves the question; what
does the celebration of faith look like in a digital age? This is a profound question which involves considering more
than just broadcasting Mass over Facebook or YouTube. It is about providing a deeper sense of community and
connection to the Church in a time of separation and isolation. Perhaps this is a time when we need to live the way
the early Christians lived when they did not have churches to go to. They gathered in their homes with their families
and they formed a domestic church. They prayed knowing that where two of three are gathered in his name, Jesus is
in our midst and we can experience his presence. Perhaps this is a time to have symbols of our faith around us… a
crucifix, a candle, holy water. Symbols that allow us to bring our religious experience of church into our homes.
Symbols that help us to pray, knowing that despite our separation and isolation we can remain connected through
prayer.
As we approach Advent, the great season of expectation, which begins on Sunday, 29th November, “tidings of
comfort and joy” holds together the hope that Christmas will be a time of celebration after a uniquely difficult year…
we leave you with these words from Fr. Javier Leoz, a Spanish priest in the parish of San Lorenzo in Pamplona:

Will there be Christmas?
Of course!
More silent and with more depth.
More like unto the first one, when Jesus was born in solitude.
Without many lights on earth but with the star of Bethlehem
shining on paths of life in its immensity.
Without colossal royal processions
but with the humility of feeling
as if we are shepherds, young and old, seeking the Truth.
Without big tables and with bitter absences
but with the presence of a God who will fill everything.
Will there be Christmas?
Of course!
Without streets overflowing with people
with our hearts burning for the One who is about to arrive.
Without noise or festivals, complaints or stampedes …
but living the Mystery without fear of the “COVID-Herod”
that tries to rob us even of the dream of waiting.
There WILL be Christmas because GOD is on our side
and He shares, as Christ did in a manger,
our poverty, trials, tears, anguish and orphanhood.
There WILL be Christmas because we need
a divine light in the midst of such darkness.
COVID-19 will never be able to reach the heart or soul of those
who put their hope and their high ideal in heaven.
There WILL be Christmas!
We WILL sing Christmas carols!
God WILL be born and WILL bring us Freedom!

COLLEGE NEWS
TICKNOCK CHALLENGE!
Our TY Students completed our inaugural 'Ticknock
Challenge' last Thursday the 12th of October.
Working in Pods, the students carried out various
tasks to reach the top of the three rock mountain.
Our thanks to Mr. Collins for organising this event,
hopefully it will carry on for years to come.

6TH YEAR GEOGRAPHY FIELD TRIP
On Friday the 23rd of October, our 6th Year Students
completed their Leaving Certificate Geography Field Study
Investigation. Thankfully the weather was kind to us and
our thanks to all in Larch Hill for accommodating us!

MUN NEWS
Unfortunately, due to Covid-19 restrictions we have very little MUN news this term. We were unable to host our
annual TERMUN congress in September or travel to any of our usual events. However, we are launching an in-house
MUN competition at the end of November, after the winter exams. Newcomers are welcome and anyone interested
can contact Mr. Graham Quinn or just turn up to the Lecture Hall on Tuesdays, starting Tuesday the 23rd of
November, from 4.00 p.m. to 5.00 p.m.

CHAPLAINCY NEWS

Despite Covid 19 our Chaplaincy team has been busy working to ensure that school services can still go ahead this
year, albeit with some creative changes.
In October our service to mark the opening of the school year and to commission our Sixth Year Prefects took place
in the College Chapel. In a new venture, the service was streamed live to each classroom, so that students could
watch without having to leave their class. We would like to congratulate our Prefects again and wish them well this
year undertaking their duties. We also thank a number of our Fifth Year students, who were involved in running the
service and did a fantastic job under difficult circumstances.

COLLEGE NEWS
In October our First Years attended their Scapular Service, where they were presented with the Carmelite scapular
and learned a bit about its history and meaning. We hope that its protective powers will help to keep them safe,
especially at this time.

In November our annual November Service takes place, again with a few changes from previous years. As always,
our Sixth Year students lead the service in word and song to take time to remember our loved ones who have passed
away. This year, the readings and songs have been pre-recorded and will be watched by each class, while each
student has an opportunity to light a candle to remember those they have lost.
This year, Covid 19 has had an
unprecedented effect on our country,
and on the world. We have decided
to mark the year in a unique way, by
planting a tree on our school
grounds, to remember the Irish
victims of the epidemic. Some of our
Sixth Years spent time researching
and writing down the names of those
Irish people who have died as a
result of Covid 19. These pages were
planted with the tree. We hope that
the presence of this tree will always
remind us of this dark time and
ensure that their memories live on.

HOUSE CAPTAIN &
VICE-CAPTAIN
ELECTIONS 2020
At the Commission of the Prefects
Ceremony on Thursday the 22nd of
October we also commissioned our
new
School
Captain,
Harry
Donaghy and Vice-Captain, Liam
Nolan.
Congratulations to both Harry and
Liam and we wish them the very
best of luck and every success for
the school

COLLEGE NEWS
DEBATING NEWS
Congratulations to Jack Mulvihill of 5th Year who
won Best Individual Speaker in the Leinster
Schools Senior Debating Competition on
Saturday the 29th of August. The Cup stays in the
College for another year!
Further congratuations go to Matthew Ryan also of
5th Year on his great achievement in winning the
Philspeaks Online Debating Competition on the
23rd of November. The competition is run by the
Trinity Philosophical Society and was open to all
schools in Leinster.
School Debating:
It is hoped that we can resume our In-House
Debating Club before Christmas in a new socially
distanced manner!

CHESS CLUB
Chess Club has begun at at lunchtimes in the School
Library with Ms. Cabe.
All are welcome so feel free to drop in!
Congratulations Matthew!

SPORTS NEWS

L

RUGBY
Terenure College students are now almost half way through what would normally be a typical rugby season at the
college. However, this season has been slightly different. At this point, our current 1 st years should have played their
first game wearing the purple, black and white of the college and had over 10 fixtures with other schools. This season
has been filled with creativity from our coaches and students. There has been great enjoyment, variety and
adaptiveness in our rugby programme this year so far. It is blessing that we are still able to provide a safe and
enjoyable environment for our students and provide significant physical activity through the game of rugby given the
circumstances.
Over the past 12 months we have been working extremely hard to further improve the rugby structures at the
College. Our goal is to provide an exceptional school’s Rugby Programme that fosters participation, enjoyment,
challenges and care which will ultimately lead to success at all levels and age grades.
Our rugby programme has seen a lot of change over the past 12 months. One of our aims is to have as many of our
students playing and enjoying the game at varying levels. The primary reasons for why we want our students taking
part in the game are simple. We want them to enjoy their time in the College, create lasting friendships and
memories with fellow students, learn solid values and ethics and most importantly, we want them to have fun. Our
belief is that success on the field will also lead to a more enjoyable experience. It is fantastic to see over 130 1st year
students enjoying the game this year and having had over 400 students engage in rugby this season across the
whole programme; is something we can be very positive about.
We are also continuing to develop a shared structure and plan for the programme . The ‘Nure Way is a shared set of
principles, structures, values, habits and beliefs for every Terenure College rugby team, with full alignment to the
Carmelite’s ethos of community and inclusivity.
The College has incredible facilities, a proud tradition in the game, large pupil numbers and a very supportive
community. Our aim is to build upon these unrivaled strengths, in particular the strong relationship we have with
Terenure College RFC. We will be hosting our mini rugby open morning slightly differently this year due to current
restrictions. But, we have the unique opportunity to build together a “rugby cycle” from Minis-College-Club that will
bring enjoyment, participation and success to everyone involved in the College and Club for many years to come.
We have ambitious projects in motion at the moment that will provide a better experience for each student that
participates in rugby during their time at the College. We are delighted to have so many talented teachers, coaches,
volunteers and students who are working extremely hard together to take the programme to the next level over the
coming years. We would like to thank the parents in particular for their continued support during such difficult times –
the support with our training programme and COVID19 protocols has been great so far. Finally, if you would like to
help support our rugby programme in any way please do not hesitate to contact me.
Yours in rugby,
Peter Shaw – Terenure College Rugby Co-Ordinator (peter.shaw@terenurecollege.ie)

SENIOR RUGBY: We wish to acknowledge the application of the Senior Rugby students in learning to balance their
studies and rugby up to this point. Whilst being cognisant of the COVID-19 restrictions, we understand the
importance that regular physical activity has in providing the boys with a sense of focus and with a controlled social
outlet during these times. Given the current situation, we are unsure as to when competitive games will resume. In
the meantime, we will continue to work hard in preparation for these games along with encouraging the boys to be
diligent in their studies also.
Mr. O’Neill and Mr. Collins

SPORTS NEWS
GAELIC FOOTBALL
Gaelic Football training has kicked off for 1st, 3rd, 4th, 5th and 6th Years on Thursdays after school from 4.00 to 5.00
p.m. on the 4G pitch. All are welcome and if you are interested in taking part, please contact Mr. Wallace.
2nd Year Gaelic Football training takes place between 4.00 and 5.00 p.m. on Tuesdays with Mr. Wallace on the Small
Astro behind the Gym.

HURLING
Hurling training for 1st and 2nd Years takes place from 4-5pm on the small Astro behind the gym. Students need
runners, a hurley and a helmet. All are welcome and if interested please contact Ms. O’Connor (upper staffroom).
Hurling training for 3rd, 4th, 5th and 6th Year takes place on Monday mornings from 7.30am-8.30am on the small
Astro behind the gym. Students need runners, a hurley and a helmet. All are welcome and if interested please contact
Mr. Barry or Mr. Collins (lower staffroom)
Given the current situation, we are unsure as to when competitive games will resume. In the meantime, will continue
to supplement the good work of the local hurling clubs in the area and promote a love of the game in our students.
-

Ms. O’ Connor, Mr.Barry, Mr. Collins, Mr. Rossiter.

CYCLING CHAMPION!
Some great news at the start of October, with Ronan O'Connor of 5th Year winning the Junior Men's Irish
National Road Racing Championships!
“O’Connor powers in for huge victory at Irish Junior Road Race Champs”
“Ronan O’Connor of Orwell Wheelers has taken a brilliant win in the junior road race at the National Road
Championships in Co Limerick. The first year junior rider, who made national selection as an U16 last year, took the
bull by the horns and attacked the front of the race on the final climb nearing the finish in Knockaderry.”
-

https://www.stickybottle.com/races-results/oconnor-powers-in-for-huge-victory-at-irish-junior-road-race-champs-video/

Ronan O’Connor - The new Irish Junior Road Race Champion

NATIONAL ATHLETICS TEAM NEWS
Congratulations to Robert Byrne (6th Year) got news recently that he has been selected for the Irish U20 4 x
400m Squad for the 2021 Season.
The team's main target will be World Junior Championships in Kenya and the European Junior Championships in
Estonia.

We wish Robert and all the Irish Athletes the very best of luck!

SPORTS NEWS
SCHOOL ATHLETICS TRAINING
Athletics Training started again on Mondayt the 23rd of November after school from 4.00 p.m. to 5.00 p.m. All are
welcome to take part and please contact Mr. Kiernan if you are interested or have any queries.

1ST YEAR SPORTS DAY
We were delighted to be able to hold 1st Year Sports Day at the end of September. Working in Pods, the lads
certainly seemed to be enjoying themselves taking part in all the activities.

TY SOCCER TOURNAMENT
On Wednesday the 21st of October all Transition Year students took part in a Soccer Tournament. The Winning team
was from 4.3 base class who beat a team from 4.2 base class.

There was an exciting finish as we had to go to penalties as the final ended 1-1! Hopefully there will be more
tournaments throughout the year.

